PR‘\\ ( ; ‘i\ 24 April 2009

Omnicom hires boss
for secret venture

ByGemmaO'Reilly

Omnicom has signed up a
former Roche comms chief to
run a yet-to-be-launched Eu-
ropean healthcarearm.

Jennifer Wilson this week
madetheswitch fromherrole
as director of international
business at Athena Medical
PR,which is part Omnicom-
owned.

Omnicom sources con-
firmed that Wilson had been
hired for an undisclosed role.
Other insiders told PRWeek
that Wilson had been called
in to launch a European arm
of US-based healthcare age-
ncy CPR Worldwide. It is bel-
ieved the new business will
be based in London and
will act as a conflict shop for
Fleishman-Hillard.

According to well-placed
sources, the new agency will
have its own identity rather
thanusing the CPRname.Itis
expectedtooperateseparately
fromF-H'shealthteam,which

Director F-H's Lorna Baxter

isled by director and partner
Lorna Baxter.

Wilson joined Athena in
2007 to head up its new global
business unit (PRWeek, 22
August2007).Shewasbrought
onboard from her role as int-
ernational comms manager
at pharma firm Roche,where
shehadworked for 11 years.

Wilson joined Roche in
South Africa in 1996 as a mar-
keting manager before mov-
ing to the global director role
at its Basel, Switzerland HQ.

Shehasworked in the pharm-
aceutical industry for nearly
two decades, in a number
of clinical research, market-
ing, PR and public affairs
roles. Employers include
Schering-Plough, Astra-
Zenecaand MSDin her native
South Africa.

IntheroleWilsonwillreport
to CPR senior V-Pand partner
Kathy Hyett. New York-based
Hyett was unable to comment
as PRWeekwent to press.




